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It is that time of the year that EEG successfully wraps 
up a year-long journey of dedication, perseverance 
and commitment to its - educational programmes, 
Recycling programmes, corporate awareness 
programmes, panel discussions, action programmes, 
exhibitions, MOU’s, partnerships, special projects, 
local/ international engagements and publications 
etc... EEG has enjoyed the ‘Year of Zayed’, in 
meaningful ways by rallying governments, corporates, 
schools and families in the UAE to be engaged in 
impactful intiatives, projects and programmes at the 
local level to be able to make a difference at the 
global level. I would like to thank all the members, 
partners, volunteers, supporters and well-wishers for 
their commitment to work together with EEG for a 
better environment. 

The UAE’s President, His Highness Sheikh Khalifa bin 
Zayed Al Nahyan has declared 2019 as the Year of 
Tolerance. As we embark on the new year of tolerance, 
we at EEG are proud to be an organisation that has 
always, and will always be committed to serving the 
environment by working with people of all abilities, 
ages, nationalities and gender. 

Today, EEG’s Waste Management Programme is strongly 
grounded as one of the most effective implementation 
tools for environmental work in the UAE, which 
positively contributes to the sustainability of the 
country. EEG has concluded 10 recycling programmes 
that covered every single month of the year. Setting 
ambitious targets for ourselves, we continue to put 
in hard work and dedication and with your help we 
exceed our set goals. Your efforts and commitment 
mirrors the level of awareness and perception that 
our society has reached, inspiring us to achieve new 
targets in all our programmes in the coming year.

Creating and executing volunteering platforms are 
a fundamental part of EEG’s mission to provide the 
people of UAE with opportunities to embed the 
virtue of volunteerism in the young generation, 
raising committed and responsible future generation.  

We concluded the year with the rolling out of our 
biggest action programme, namely the “Clean Up 
UAE” which was held under the patronage of the 
Ministry of Economy for a second year in a row. 
This was soon followed by the unique “For Our 
Emirates We Plant” which was held under the 
Patronage of H.E. Engr. Sheikh Salem bin Sultan 
bin Saqr Al-Qasimi, Chairman of the Civil Aviation 
Authority and member of the Government of Ras 
Al-Khaimah Executive Council.

EEG is proud to say that it has successfully been 
able to enforce the UN SDG goal no 4 – Quality 
Education: through its various educational 
programmes; UN SDG Goal no 12 – sustainable 
consumption and production practices: through 
its tireless efforts on promoting circular economy 
in theory and action; UN SDG Goal no 13- 
climate action: through its constant outreach 
programmes in educating and raising awareness 
on the importance of environmental issues and 
its effective recycling campaigns; UN SDG Goal 
no 14- Life below water: through its persistence 
in fighting to beat plastic pollution in our seas; UN 
SDG no 15 – Life on land: through planting more 
than 1,100 native trees throughout the UAE; and 
finally UN SDG Goal no 17: through the various 
fruitful partnerships and multi stakeholder 
engagements.

Our final newsletter for 2018 is a testament of 
our collective achievements and hard work. 
Your exceptional contribution to all our work 
achievements is valuable and I hope that by 
reading this issue, you will become motivated 
and encouraged in the coming year to continue 
working together with us for a better environment.   

I wish everyone a happy new year! 
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Signing of MoU with Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum Knowledge Foundation
The Emirates Environmental Group signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with the Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum Knowledge Foundation, 
as part of its "Knowledge Summit", on December 5, 2018. The Foundation is sponsored by His Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice 
President and Prime Minister of the UAE and Ruler of Dubai. The 5th edition of summit was held at the Dubai World Trade Center under the theme 
"Youth and the Future of the Knowledge Economy" on 5-6 December 2018. The MoU was signed by HE Jamal Bin Hweirb, Executive Director of the 
Foundation and Habiba Al Marashi, Chairperson of EEG. The MoU was signed to support and enhance strategic cooperation between the two parties to 
work together for a better environment and to promote joint initiatives in the field of environmental education and sustainability.

EEG attends Risk and resilience conference 
Under the patronage of His Highness Sheikh Hamdan bin Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum - Crown Prince of Dubai, Dubai Electricity and Water 
Authority organised the risk and resilience conference on the 16th December 2018 with the theme ‘Enlightening Today’s Unkown for Tomorrow”. The 
conference was attended by HE Saeed Mohammed Al Tayer, MD & CEO of DEWA, DEWA’s Executive Vice Presidents and Vice Presidents, officials from the 
government, private sector and EEG chairperson Habiba Al Mara’ashi.

“The conference support’s DEWA’s efforts to implement the leadership’s directive to be prepared for the rapid changes, according to a vision that 
not only anticipates the future, but makes it.” – stated Saeed Mohammad Al Tayer. Keynote speaker and American Physicist Michio Kaku spoke about 
the futuristic data technology and its impact on risk management. He explained how the future of the countries of the world are dependent on how 
they capitalise on intelligence and production. “the leadership of Dubai grasped the fact that you have to balance intellectual capital – the product 
of the mind – with commodity capital – product of the hand”. The event was of significance to DEWA as it shed light on how DEWA is controlling its risk 
management, resilience, and strength as a business to become the top sustainable utility in the UAE. The event also featured other prominent keynote 
speakers who covered the topic such as the future of resilience, smart City resilience and financial resilience. 

EEG Attends UN Environment Subcommittee Meetings
In November and December 2018, EEG was honoured to attend three Subcommittee Meetings organised by UN Environment. Primarily, these meetings 
focused on the run up to and preparation of the fourth UN Environmental Assembly, which will be held from the 11th to 15th of March 2019 in Nairobi. The 
theme of the Assembly will be “Innovative Solutions for Environmental Challenges and Sustainable Consumption and Production” and these meetings 
gave us a sneak-peek into the wonderful side-events and activities that are being organised during the period. The Secretariat of UN Environment also 
updated members on the outcomes of various meetings such as the Second Ad-Hoc Open-Ended Expert Group Meeting, the 4th Intergovernmental Review 
Meeting of the Global Programme of Action for the Protection of the Marine Environment from Land-based Activities and the like. 

The Subcommittee meetings also discussed draft resolutions that are currently being prepared in preparation of the 4th UN Environment Assembly. Some 
of the themes include: Resource Efficiency and Waste Management; Women and Environment; Sound Management of Chemicals and Waste; Food Loss 
and Waste Management through Accepted Sustainable Practices; and Zero Waste Project. EEG would like to thank UN Environment for inviting us to 
these informative sessions and look forward to many more in the future.

Clean Up UAE 
For the seventeenth consecutive year EEG has with the help of all its sponsors and volunteers 
successfully completed the annual ‘Clean Up UAE’ campaign. For the second year in a row 
the campaign was held under the Patronage of the Ministry of Economy and with the personal 
attendance of H.E. Eng. Sultan Bin H.E. Eng. Sultan Al Mansoori the Minister of Economy.  The 
campaign was carried out using a befitting slogan of “Our Environment, Our Country, Our 
Responsibility”. It started on the 8th of December and concluded with a tree planting on the 
18th of December. Over the 10 day period more than 22,607 determined individuals collectively 
contributed to the staggering 40 tonnes of waste. A total of 34 Km was covered as the Campaign 
moved from one Emirate to the other. EEG garnered the support of the government partners, 
sponsors and all the supporters along with enthusiastic participation of all the people in this 
nationwide campaign.

The success of the Campaign has once again reinstated the commitment of the community 
towards internalising the pro environmental behavior and a cultural shift headed to make UAE 
a cleaner, greener, healthier and a sustainably developed country in the world. Many companies 
and academic institutions initiated and opened up their own clean- up sites.  The essence of 
the success of the campaign was the ownership of the community in adopting it and coming 
out in large numbers to the call for action by EEG. This campaign symbolises the strength of 
community driven programmes achieving collaborative efforts put by all the stakeholders of 
the community.

The Campaign concluded by mid-day at almost all the sites and participants left with a serene 
sense of achievement and pride for contributing towards creating a world that is slightly more 
beautiful and cleaner because of their efforts.
 
EEG is proud to have conducted an event of this scale as the UAE concludes its celebrations for 
the ‘Year of Zayed’, commemorating the 100th anniversary of the birth of the country’s founding 
father, HH the late Sheikh Zayed Bin Sultan Al Nahyan. In spite of the year and theme coming 
to an end, the legacy and the essence of H.H. Sheikh Zayed’s teachings will continue in EEG’s 
initiatives and programmes.
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EEG would like to thank

Government Supporters

Dibba Al Fujairah Municipality

Municipality and Planning Department – 
Ajman Municipality

Umm Al Quwain Municipality 

Dubai Municipality

Private sector supporters

Bee’ah 

ICAD – Abu Dhabi 

Civil Society Supporters 

Emirates Heritage Club

Sharjah City for Humanitarian Services 

Aga Khan Scouts and Guides Group

Ambassadors of the Emirates Council 

Volunteer Goodwill Ambassadors Team

Main Sponsor for Abu Dhabi 

Abu Dhabi Islamic Bank

Co-Sponsors for Dubai

Dubai Electricity & Water Authority

Etihad ESCO

McDonald’s UAE 

Material Sponsors

Al Jazeera International Catering  
(Dubai, Sharjah & Abu Dhabi)

Abela and Co – Water

Almarai, juices & snacks

Fujairah Plastic Factories – 
Biodegradable plastic bags

Byrne Equipment Rental – Portable 
toilets (Dubai)

Media support

Gulf News

Al Khaleej 

Gulf Today 

RAK Radio 

Safety and security support

Civil Defense nation wide

Dubai Corporation Ambulance Services

Police Departments nation wide 

Traffic Departments nation wide

Aster Volunteers Mobile Medical Unit 
(Dubai)
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"For Our Emirates We Plant" concludes EEG’s year-long waste management programme  
To conclude the year by honouring Sheikh Zayed’s vision in a meaningful way, Emirates Environmental Group hosted the annual “For Our 
Emirates We Plant” tree planting ceremony under the patronage and presence of H. E. Engr. Sheikh Salem Bin Sultan Bin Saqr Al-Qasimi, 
member of the Government of Ras Al-Khaimah Executive Council and Chairman of the Department of Civil Aviation, in the Emirate of Ras Al 
Khaimah at the beautiful Sidr nature reserve on the 18th of December. Since 2007, under the umbrella of “For our Emirates We Plant”, EEG has 
managed to plant over 2,096,702 indigenous trees in the UAE. This has resulted in the mitigation of 12,358.32 MT of CO2.

This year, under the initiative a total of 50 companies, 24 schools and 163 families participated in this project. The participants got to choose 
the names under which the trees were planted and accordingly EEG prepared placards which were placed in front of every tree that was 
planted by the participating entities. A total of 1,000 Sidr trees were earned by EEG’s respective participants under ‘Your Can for a Tree’, 
‘Neighbourhood Recycling’, ‘One Root One Communi-tree’, ‘Recycle.Reforest.Repeat” and “Green Call” campaigns. These trees on maturity 
will help mitigate 6 metric tonnes of CO2 emissions.

“100 Years One Legacy”
Celebrating the vision of the late founding father His Highness Sheikh Zayed 
bin Sultan Al Nahyan in a unique way

The Emirates Environmental Group (EEG), a UAE-based professional working group, with the mission 
of achieving the Sustainable Development Goals in the country, hosted an afternoon high tea with 
its corporate members and project partners to celebrate the conclusion of the Year of Zayed in a 
meaningful way.

The event marked the conclusion of a long and beautiful project. The story of the bags began with 
EEG’s annual environmental drawing competition, which is conducted annually in the beginning of 
the year. Students of all ages, abilities and nationalities from all over the UAE came together to 
paint their thoughts and views on environmental issues, one of them being ‘Year of Zayed’. EEG 
engaged nearly 66,000 students all over the UAE and received thousands of final paintings. More 
than one-thousand of these paintings were scanned and photographed by Kore Productions and 
later turned into a massive billboard by Footprint that stood on Sheikh Zayed Road for one month 
with a title “#notjustabillboard”, intriguing the minds of all those who drove on it.  Once the 
billboard was taken down, Etuix flew it to Europe in a city near the border of Switzerland and Italy 
to be handmade into 200 unique bags, 100 men’s and 100 women’s. In December of 2018, the bags 
finally reached the UAE where the idea was first conceived. The bags are to be sold and all the 
proceeds of the bag will contribute to the various vocational training programmes at partnering 
special needs schools! Through this initiative, EEG and its project partners Etuix, Kore Productions and Footprint were able to truly honour the legacy 
of our founding father Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan that incorporates environmental education, promotes special needs initiatives, conserves 
resources, showcases responsible business practices and establishes circular economy.

Mrs Habiba Al Mar’ashi also awarded and thanked the sponsoring team who helped make this inititaitve a reality: Abela & Co, DBB Contracting, ENOC, 
Emirates NBD, McDonalds UAE, Swiss Business Council, The Visiting Talor and UAE Exchange.
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Green December
EEG successfully completed the final recycling project of the year which was specifically run for its student members – “Green December”. The student 
members were tasked to collect a minimum of 500 kg Paper or 15 Kg of Aluminium Cans or 20 mobile phones. The highest collector in each category is 
awarded with a certificate while members attaining the target are provided e-certificates.

EEG received a total of 35 registered participants who collected a total of 7,601 kg of Paper, 66 kg of Aluminum Cans and 54 pieces of Mobile Phones 
as part of this campaign. The programme helped in the mitigation of 30 MT CO2e, conserved 186 Million BTU of energy, saved 26 m3 of landfill space, 
prevented the felling of 174 trees and avoided the combustion of 188 gallons of gasoline. 

The programme saw an increase of 218% in participation and an increase of 21% in the paper collected when compared to previous year. We congratulate 
all our student members for their hard work and dedication to achieve the target and to end the year on a positive note.

Circular Economy with EEG’s corporate member -Dgrade
Simply Bottles is a DGrade initiative that works with schools and businesses to decrease plastic pollution and 
increase recycling rates of plastic water bottles here in the UAE. DGrade participates in a circular economy 
by giving their discarded plastic water bottles a second life by recycling them into high-quality clothing and 
accessories.

Producing clothing usually means drawing on precious resources, however DGrade is able to produce quality 
yarn and fabrics from plastic water bottles – an item which is usually considered waste. In addition to using 
a waste material, our process uses 50% less energy, 20% less water and produces 55% fewer carbon emissions 
compared to traditional polyester manufacturing. Oil, which is a finite resource, is also not used in this 
process. 

As one of the highest consumers of water bottles in the world, the UAE has an opportunity be a leader in 
driving a circular economy, and organisations that can help support UAE Vision 2021 of diverting waste from 
landfill. To learn more visit their website: https://dgrade.com/

Enoc’s Rolls Out Its Revolutionary Compact Petrol Station 
Enoc has just recently unveiled its first pilot design of a one of a kind petrol station, something the Middle 
East has never seen. This station is currently being publically tested at the Arabian Ranches residency area 
near Dubai Motor City, and the residents are generally positive towards the idea. ENOC affirms that this 
petrol station is completely compactable, meaning it can be broken down to its primary pieces, moved 
to any location, be completely rebuilt and be ready for use within 30 days. “We call it a plug and play 
concept.” Said the managing director of Enoc Retail. 

Due to the compatibility, this petrol station has its fuel tank of capacity of 30,000L above ground so that the 
fuel can be moved with the station. In addition, the station has a state of the art Vapour Recovery Unit that 
efficiently captures the fuel vapour so that it is not released into the local atmosphere ensuring safety for 
the daily consumers. Accessibility to the consumer was a clear key idea in the planning of this petrol station, 
as not only are there smart payments available such as RFID (Apple Pay and credit cards) but this type of 
petrol station will be “specifically targeting residential communities”, with four primary locations in Dubai 
that Enoc has in mind. Furthermore, Enoc has already committed to placing 3 consumer ready compact 
petrol stations at the location of the 2020 Expo.

CORPORATE NEWS

An eco-Tribute to our founding father
Sharjah Indian School Juwaiza (boys), rallied 
together and collected 10,148 plastic bottles 
caps to create this beautiful tribute to the late 
founding father H.H Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al 
Nahyan. With 2018 – The Year of Zayed, coming 
to a close, we applaud and appreciate the school 
for its beautiful integration of art and efforts to 
reduce waste entering landfill. 
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The Umm Al-Mu'mineen Society in Ajman announces the 36th session of the  
Rashid bin Humaid Award for Culture and Science

First: Creative Personality 

Second: Scientific Research
The researcher should write in one of 
the following subjects:

a. The axis of scientific and applied 
research and pure science 
includes:

• Engineering
• Medicine and Health
• Environmental Science
• Nutrition
• Informational Technology

b. The centre of humanitarian studies includes:
• Legal Studies
• Educational and Psychological Studies
• Social Studies 
• Management Studies
• Economic Studies
• Management Studies 
• Economic Studies 
• Literary Research

Third: Literary Research Includes:
1 – Poetry
• The poem is clear and of length
• Folk Poetry 

2 – Short Story
3 – Novel
4 – Theatrical Texts
5 – Children’s Literature

Fourth: The research is funded by 
the Rashid Bin Humaid Award for 
Culture and Science

To view the competition’s terms and 
prizes, visit the award’s website:
www.rsh-award.org.ae

UAE food security in 2051
The United Arab Emirates government has released “The National Strategy for Food Security”: the aim is to develop a comprehensive national system 
based on enabling sustainable food production through the use of modern technologies, enhancing local production and developing international 
partnerships which therefore diversifies the food sources, creating legislation and policies to improve nutrition and reduce the amount of waste 
allowing better food security at all stages and circumstances. During the second session of the annual meetings of the UAE government. The Minister 
of State for Food Security affirmed that the national strategy for food security will contribute to enhancing the UAE’s position in global food security 
indicators and turn it into a food security centre based on innovation. The world’s best in food security index by 2051, and among the top 10 countries 
by 2021.

the Minister stated “Food security is a vital priority for the government of the UAE. It reflects the effectiveness and efficiency of the government, 
development, economic and environmental policies and is an important contributor to the national economy. The minister put emphasis on the use of 
natural materials to boost the safety of the food and the healthy habits which will reduce the amount of health issues in the population. The strategy 
has 38 short and long term plans that will all be taken into effect by the year 2051. The agenda for 2021 has five strategic directions; facilitating the 
global food trade, diversifying sources of food imports and identifying alternative supply schemes; covering 3-5 sources per major food category. There 
are 9 strategies that are aimed at making the global food trade easier, diversifying the sources of food imports and establishing advanced infrastructure, 
leading logistics services for food imports, and aims to develop and disseminate international strategic investment strategies are a few of them. 

LOCAL NEWS
UN
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UN Environment Kicks Off the #SolveDifferent Campaign
The fourth session of the United Nations Environment Assembly will take place in Nairobi from the 11th – 15th of March 2019 under 
the theme “Innovative solutions for environmental challenges and sustainable consumption and production”. In the run-up to this 
momentous event, UN Environment is leading a global campaign to #SolveDifferent. This campaign will focus on an informative and 
emotive approach to communicating the environmental cost of major industries across sectors. The #SolveDifferent website (https://
www.solvedifferent.eco/) is a treasure trove of statistics and practical tips that push forth the idea of sustainable production and 
consumption. For example, the article titled, “Cleaning up couture: what’s in your jeans?” focuses on the humongous footprint 
the fashion industry is responsible for. The shocking truth is that it takes 3,781 litres of water to make just one pair of jeans. “The 
process equates to around 33.4 kilogrammes of carbon equivalent emitted, like driving 111 kilometres or watching 246 hours of TV on 
a big screen.” EEG would like to congratulate UN Environment on this wonderful campaign and urges everyone to participate. Visit: 
https://www.solvedifferent.eco/get-involved/toolkits for more information on how to get involved. 

White Paper on Assessing Products’ Social Impact Launched by One Planet Network
On the 13th of December 2018, the Consumer Information Programme (part of the One Planet Network) organised an informative 
webinar to launch the white paper titled, “Shout it Out: Communicating Products’ Social Impacts”. The white paper, developed by 
UN Environment, the European Commission’s Joint Research Centre and New Earth, explores how businesses can assess as well as 
communicate their social and environmental performance to consumers. The primary objective of the white paper is to identify 
good practices of product-level social impact communication that can motivate or be replicated. It identifies relevant principles, 
criteria and means to communicate such impacts, including recommendations on integrating social impact communication with more 
well-established environmental impact communication tools. While the focus lies on business to consumer (B2C) communications, 
the recommendations given are also valid for business to business (B2B) and business to government communications. For more 
information on the white paper, please visit: http://www.oneplanetnetwork.org/resource/shout-it-out-communicating-products-
social-impacts-white-paper-consumer-information

INTERNATIONAL NEWS
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IUCN Participates in UN Biodiversity Conference 2018
IUCN participated in the UN Biodiversity Conference held from the 17th to 29th of November 2018 in Sharm El-Sheikh, Egypt. This 
year, the Conference was organised under the theme – ‘Investing in biodiversity for people and planet’ – and was attended by 
over 190 nations with a focus to finding solutions to prevent biodiversity loss, while protecting ecosystems. 2018 was a big year. 
It marked the 25th anniversary of the Convention and IUCN's 70th. It is also the last opportunity to assess progress towards the 
achievement of the Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011-2020 and to identify effective actions and tools for its implementation 
before its final evaluation in 2020, when a new global biodiversity framework will be adopted.At the event, IUCN declared 
that 15 new natural sites have been added to the IUCN Green List of Protected and Conserved Areas – the first global standard 
recognising best practice in protected areas. IUCN was also involved in over 30 events at the Conference including the ‘Soft 
Launch of the IUCN Assessment on Synthetic Biology and Biodiversity Conservation’, ‘Taking the High Road: Building Biodiversity 
into our Infrastructure Future through Partnerships’, and ‘Safeguarding space for nature, securing our future: perspectives from 
an international science-policy symposium on area-based conservation post-2020’. 

The giraffe, the tallest land animal, is now at risk of extinction, biologists say.
The giraffe population has shrunk nearly 40 % in just 30 years, and scientists have put it on the official watch list of 
threatened and endangered species worldwide, calling it “vulnerable.” That’s two steps higher on the danger ladder from 
its previous label of being a species of least concern. In 1985, there were between 151,000 and 163,000 giraffes but in 
2015 the number was down to 97,562, according to the International Union for the Conservation of Nature (IUCN). The 
IUCN says 860 plant and animal species are extinct, and another 68 are extinct in the wild. Nearly 13,000 are endangered 
or critically endangered. The next level is vulnerable, where giraffes were placed, followed by near threatened and least 
concerned. Scientists blame shrinking habitat space as the core culprit in the deteriorating giraffe population, aggravated 
by poaching and disease. People are moving into giraffe zones especially in central and eastern Africa. Giraffe numbers 
are dropping most in these African areas.

In short, here’s what needs to be done to protect giraffes:
• Educate all people on how and why to protect giraffes
• Support sustainable agriculture and settlement practices near giraffe habitats
• Reforest key areas with acacia trees that provide giraffes’ main food source
• Stop the poaching of giraffes for their tails, considered status symbols
• Solve hunger in areas like Sudan where impoverished villagers eat giraffe meat
• Reverse climate change that’s causing rising temperatures and widespread drought in Africa

Crossing boundaries: Legal and policy arrangements for cross border pastoralism
Pastoralism is a livelihood and land-use system that is practised worldwide in grasslands and rangelands. Pastoral movement 
predates the implementation of official international borders. Till date, some pastoralists take medieval routes that do not 
follow boundaries made in the last few centuries. Pastoralists move their herds across international borders for a number 
of reasons; to access pasture and water resources, to exchange breeding stock in an effort to expand the herd gene pool, 
to follow cross-border trade, and to cope with drought and other risks. Movements may be daily, seasonal, annual or 
occasional. 

Cross-border movement provides secondary benefits by creating economic and social ties, reinforcing communication, 
providing access to productive resources, and allowing pastures in one location to be rested and improved. It is one of 
the most sustainable food systems on the planet, providing high-value livestock products while protecting natural capital 
and conserving ecosystem services that ensure the prosperity of millions of people. Strengthening sustainable pastoralism 
can contribute to a number of Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), including poverty reduction (SDG1), food security 
(SDG2), improved water supply (SDG6), economic growth (SDG8), reduced inequalities (SDG10), climate change adaptation 
and mitigation (SDG13), and protection, restoration and sustainable use of ecosystems (SDG15).

UN
CC

D 
NE

W
S UNCCD to Review 1st Global Assessment of Land Degradation at CRIC17

The 17th session of the Committee for the Review of the Implementation of the Convention (CRIC17) of the UNCCD will be 
held from the 28th to 30th January 2019 in Georgetown, Guyana. The CRIC17 will review the first global assessment of land 
degradation based on Earth observation data reported by governments. The assessment, which was conducted by reporting 
countries using a harmonised approach, shows the trends in land degradation between 2000 to 2015, based on data provided 
by 145 of the 197 countries that are part of the Convention. The assessment is expected to provide the baseline for assessing 
progress in the reduction or reversal of land degradation globally, going forward. It will also contribute to country efforts to 
achieve land degradation neutrality (LDN), which is Sustainable Development Goal target 15.3.We would like to congratulate 
the UNCCD as this is a significant step in the global effort to address land degradation. 

INTERNATIONAL NEWS
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EEG MEMBER UPDATE
EEG warmly welcomed 2 new Individual Members during the month of December 2018

INDIVIDUAL MEMBERS

Caroline Wagner NEW Lukas Farah NEW

NOT A MEMBER YET? SIGN UP TODAY...
EEG welcomes new members as part of the family. To know more about EEG: Call (+971) 4 344 8622 or  

Fax us at (+971) 4 344 8677 Log on www.eeg-uae.org;  or email us on eeg@emirates.net.ae

World future Energy Summit (WFES) 2019: 
Embracing the Future, Welcoming Disruption
WFES is the world’s leading specialist event in energy, clean 
technology and sustainability. As the centrepiece of Abu Dhabi 
Sustainability Week, hosted by Masdar, the event has a proactive 
agenda that inspires innovation, showcases technology and 
encourages investment.From 14-17 January 2019, WFES will 
unite future energy and clean-tech in one place, attracting a 
world of specialist speakers, exhibitors, investors and start-
ups across: Energy, water, EcoWaste, Solar, Green building 
and mobility. The WFES 2019 will host over 850 exhibiting 
companies from 40 countries; a high-level Summit; the unique 
WFES Forums, covering everything from disruptive technologies 
to future cities; a set of ground-breaking WFES Initiatives; and 
WFES Hosted Events, where individual growth markets come 
under the spotlight.We are delighted to announce, that EEG 
will be actively involved and present throughout as an exhibitor 
and attendees to the summit and forums. We look forward to 
meeting you at WFES 2019, as we embrace the future and 
welcome disruptive changes in the sustainability sphere.

Can Collection Day 2019
Dear readers, save the date! For the year 2019, EEG’s annual 
“Can Collection Day” will be held on 28th of February the  last 
thursday of the month. simultaneously across the UAE. The Can 
Collection Campaign is part of EEG’s aim in reducing the volume 
of cans going to landfills and creating awareness at the grass 
roots level on the need to tackle pollution and promote recycling 
practices. 

EEG encourages all sectors of the society to begin collecting 
Aluminium Cans from now and deposit them on the day of the 
event. EEG further encourages all participants to ensure to drain 
the cans and crush them to effectively utilise the storage space.

EEG’s Annual Corporate Gala Dinner
The EEG Annual Corporate Gala Dinner is more than just a 
tradition of acknowledging support and sponsorship. It is rooted 
in the very ethos of EEG reflected in our slogan, “Together 
for a better environment” and it celebrates the power of 
partnership. 

In 2018, a galaxy of 160 attendees including VIPs, diplomats, 
CEOs of national and international corporation governments 
and embassies came together under the theme of “Year of 
Zayed” to showcase the unity in diversity that is forged through 
the common belief in a greener future. 

Practicing what it preaches, EEG ensured that the event was 
carbon neutral by working in collaboration with MyClimate. 
Sponsorship opportunities for this annual prestigious event is 
now open and we would highly appreciate it that the interested 
entities to contact EEG at campaigns@eeg.ae or eeg@eim.ae to 
learn more.

“One Root One Communi-tree” Campaign Returns 
for a New Cycle
EEG is pleased to announce that the first phase of the popular 
year-long “One Root One Communi-tree” Campaign is being 
launched from the 19th of January to the 19th of May, in order 
to encourage members to maximise sustainable practices. 
Witnessing incredible contributions every year, the participants 
display their social responsibility and positively contribute to the 
global targets of the Sustainable Development Goals through the 
presented campaign. 

Phase 1 of the Campaign is open for EEG Student Members and 
Academic Members, who may choose to collect and deposit 
paper, aluminium cans, glass, toners, plastic and mobile phones 
within the specified time period of two weeks to qualify.  The 
enthusiastic participants, who are committed towards achieving 
the set targets will be eligible for a Certificate of Participation 
and will be provided with an opportunity to plant a Tree sapling 
under their name at EEG’s Annual Tree Planting Ceremony on 19-
12-19. To participate in Phase 1 of the project, kindly register 
via the following link: https://goo.gl/forms/keUfNFJR2ANzipgN2

We look forward to your active participation 
in the Can Collection Day! Kindly confirm 
your participation by filling out the required 
information in the registration form via link: 
https://goo.gl/forms/pYnYxUzBES3g4x3P2

Register Now!
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The collection of  materials for recycling in the month of November resulted in the following benefits:

 » GHG Reductions 391 (MTCO2) 
 » Saving of 2,721 Million BTU of Energy
 » Saving of 600 m3 of Landfill Space
 » Saving of 1,832 trees from being felled
 » Saving of 1,267 Gallons of Gasoline  

PAPER COLLECTION CAMPAIGN Companies Quantity 
(kg)

Families Quantity 
(kg)

EEG has collected 94,102 kg of Paper from 258 participants 
during the month of December 2018, an increase of 26% 
compared to November 2018. We encourage our participants 
to be actively involved in  our Campaigns in the year 2019 
so as to enable us to work towards our 2019 target. The Top 
Collectors were: 

Transgulf Al Aweer 13,690 Nia Tony 2,220

Dubai Public Prosecution 8,960 Apurva Subbarayan & 
Deepak Ram (Tie) 800

Department of Tourism and 
Commerce Marketing (DTCM) 5,380 M.N. Vivekanadan 700

CAN COLLECTION CAMPAIGN Companies Quantity 
(kg)

Families Quantity 
(kg)

EEG has collected 1,023 kg of Aluminum Cans from 23 
participants during the month of December 2018, an increase 
of 3% compared to November 2018.The top collectors for the 
month were:

Emirates Flight Catering 600 Namma Ismail Al Zarooni 44

Two Seasons Hotel 137 Neola Castelino 22

Mercure Hotel & Apartments 55 - -

PLASTIC COLLECTION CAMPAIGN Companies Quantity 
(kg)

Families Quantity 
(kg)

EEG has collected 6,325 kg of Plastic from 131 participants 
during the month of December 2018  a decrease of 4% 
compared to November 2018. We encourage our participants 
to reduce the amount of plastic ending in landfills by collecting 
more in the year 2019.The top collectors for the month were:

Abela & Co Al Aweer 875 Nia Tony 65

Tristar Jebel Ali 675 Sainath Manikandan 60

Savoy Central 471 Namaa Ismail AlZarooni 42

TONER COLLECTION CAMPAIGN Companies Quantity 
(kg)

Families Quantity 
(kg)

EEG has collected 821 pcs of Toners from 6 participants during 
the month of December 2018, an increase of  196% compared 
to November 2018.We encourage our participants to be active 
in the year 2019. The Top collectors were:

Sharjah Electricity & Water 
Authority

633 Nityashri Sankaran 135

- - - -

- - - -

MOBILE COLLECTION CAMPAIGN Companies Quantity 
(kg)

Families Quantity 
(kg)

EEG has collected 283 pcs of Mobile Phones from 5 
participants during the month of December 2018, a decrease of 
44% compared to November 2018. We thank our participants 
and encourage them to collect more for the year 2019.The Top 
collectors were:

Al Shirawi Facilities 
Management 208 Anwesha mukherjee 34

- - Sarah Khalid 20

- - - -

GLASS COLLECTION CAMPAIGN Companies Quantity 
(Kg)

Families Quantity 
(Kg)

EEG has collected 3,565 kg of Glass Bottles from 35 participants 
during the month of December 2018, a decrease of 6.5% 
compared to November 2018. We encourage our participants to 
collect more in the year 2019. The Top collectors were:

Two Seasons Hotel 1,663 Namaa Ismail Alzarooni 38

Total ABK Musaffa 400 Vivekanandan 36

Damac Hotels 347 Mia Ghrayeb 20

EEG invites all its members & participants to intensify efforts for the year 2019 to contribute significantly to the betterment of our environment and 
achieve the set targets for the above campaigns. 


